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A 35-cent miniraura wage wa-s unanimously r jcorarriended by t h e Sermlass Hosiery 

"Industry Comi"uittee, under the chairra.anship of G._ Allan Dash, J r . , of P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

i n i t s r e p o r t l a t a Tuesday to General P h i l i p B. Fleming, Adrainis t ra tor of t h e Wage 

and Hour D i v i s i c n , United S t a t o s Department of Labor. 

The coramittee a l s o adopted a r e s o l u t i o n sugges t ing t o the Adminis t ra tor t h a t 

September 15 , 1941, -.vould be a de.^iirable d^d.e on which to make e f f e c t i v e a wage 

order approving t h e commit tee ' s recommendation, ' 

The Seamless hos i e ry i n d u s t r y i s nov.' oper-.-ting und-er a 32-1/2 cent minimum 

hourly wage r a t e e.-^tablLshed by order i s sued by the Adra in is t ra tor of t ha Div i s ion 

e f f e c t i v e September I S , 1939. I t i s es t imatod t h a t t h e r e a re 62,000 workers era-

ployed in the i n d u s t r y , 27,000 of v.diom. now reco iva l e s s than 36 cen t s an hour . 

The committee determined t h a t l abo r c o s t s v / i l l not be affoctod by t h e 

es tab l i shment of t h e recoraraended .minimvun to an axt-ont -./hich vvill s u b s t a n t i a l l y c u r 

t a i l employment or cause m..aterial d i s l o c a t i o n in the i n d u s t r y as nov.' c a r r i e d on,. 

I t found t h a t noth ing j u s t i f i e d a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of ndniraura wages for tho purpose of 

recoramending the h i g h e s t poos ib le .minimum \riivi r a t e which v / i l l r-vaid s u b s t a n t i a l 

curtaiLmcnt of eraploy.m-:;nt in any branch of th.; i n d u s t r y . Th:- comr.ittee '//as a l s o 

convinced t h a t i t s recomi.aendotion wi l l not givc^ a ccmrs t ib ive advantage": t o any 

g"roup in the i n d u s t r y . . . . 

For t.he purpose of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n "nd recomr.endotion made by the commdttee, 

t he fol lovdng d-ofini t ion of th-o "aerj i leas h o s i e r y i n d u s t r y " "ivas used: . •' 

"The m.anufacturing or prcce.'r^sing of soamlos;.; hof.i.jry, i^'cluding a.mo.ng o ther 

p rocesses the k n i t t i n g , dyeing, c lockinT, and -."..11 p.hasos .of f i n i s h i n g seamless 

- • (7789) 

Apr i l 8, 1941 

file:///riivi


hosiery but not including the m.anufacturing or processing of yarn or thread," 

The recommendation if -.porov.-.d and a vaago order issued by ths ^.uiministrator, 

v/ill cover all occup-̂ .tions in the Lndustry v-.-hich are neces.';;ary to the production 

of tho articles specified in the definition including clerical, maintenance, 

shipping and selling occupations, provided, however, th..-:t this definition docS 

.not include employees of a.n independent w.hole.'val-8r or em.ployues of a manufacturer 

v/ho are engaged exclusively in ra-.;.rkutinf and distrib'ating products of the industry 

v/hich h".ve bean purchased for resale, '. .h. ; 
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